' “Then he showed four lights when he wished 


‘Mrs. W. Zrnest Kershaw 
Gwynedd Valley, 
Penna. 


dour Lights 


them to set full sail and follow in his w - 


From First Voyage "Round the World by Magellan.” 
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THE FUTURE WIL IN BRITAIN 


point to the seriousness with which thinking 


All reports 
people in England are regarding their position, political, economic, 


domestic, and international, A great deal of revaluation is going 
on. Groups like ours come in for their share. The January, 1945, 
Monthly News Sheet carries as its first article a thoughtful con- 
sideration of the future organization of the WIL. We quote it 
in part: 

. .. To increase membership we must adopt our 
organisation to changed circumstances. The WIL in 
Britain was founded by leisured women; its meetings 
have revolved round afternoon tea, Today, branch work 
is devolving on those few who still can adapt their times 
and days of leisure, and where these fail, branches de- 
cline. The day of the woman leader, unique in her own 
field or area, is over. There are hundreds of women who 
can act as secretaries and specialists. They have not 
time to do the work of a large branch, but the small 
group can be just as effective. One or two such groups 


recently formed in Britain point one way forward. The - 


small group solves the problem of the country village 
and the suburb. It can grow out of larger neighbours’ 
clubs and community centres. There is an optimum size 
for such a group—as many as can meet in the home of 
one member. Beyond that, another group should form. 


work and responsibility, specialising in one of the 
branches of our work, as some committee members do 
today. This would make for real democratic co-opera- 
tion, and from the homelike atmosphere of such groups, 
many women, overcoming their first hesitancy, will 
graduate to a wider leadership. Those who have more 
time should be engaged in integrating the groups on a 
regional basis. Representatives of such regions could 
shate executive honours with those experts who will 
“feed” and be “fed” by the small group specialists, so 
that at any moment a particular petition could be placed 
in the hands of hundreds of organisers throughout the 


* country. What matter if we are only a few thousand, 


if each one of us is effective? 

But if this is the body and framework of our organi- 
sation, what is to be its spirit? Can we carry into these 
groups the tradition of the struggle for freedom which 
has been won, the knowledge of the freedom yet to be 


' demanded, and the challenge that women, if they want 


peace, must bring to it such service, such love, such 
capacity for suffering, as they would give for a child of 
their own, 


many. After five years of “victorious war,” it is we who 
need re-educating. We, who have “been livirig in the 
enc of history,” have become used to “wholesale 
utchery, stupendous waste and unending destruction.” 
We have almost forgotten that “there was once a time 
when the great mass of the politically conscious gen- 
uinely believed in the principle of world disarmament.” 
We who keep our faith hardly dare to raise our voices, 
not from fear but knowing ourselves to be almost incom- 
prehensible. We need now to recall that small band of 
wae who, meeting in 1915 ond 1089. played so sig- 
nificant a part in initiating peace'and the struggle to 
make it just and a 5 
Have we today the same unity of purpose? Surely 
the time for our reintegration has come, when, in our 
approaching victory, we see the shadow of disillusion- 
ment falling across the hearts and minds of those who . 
have accepted the necessity of force. . . . 


Can we in this new dawn, finding a new basis for 
unity, infuse into our movement a new passion for 


___.peace? Can we hasten the day when the victors, finding 


something in common with the defeated, will disobey 
the order, “no fraternisation”? Can we then, with a 
woman’s voice, speak again of “a family of nations,” 
which may quarrel but may not murder? Are we pre- 
pared now to undertake our own re-education, and the 
reconstruction of an effective organisation, so that we 
may not only see the good and beautiful but have the 
strength to live it; that we may not only live in history, 
but make it? 


“Has the night descended? , 

Was the road of late so toilsome? Did we step 
discouraged, nodding on our way? 

Yet a passing hour I yield you, in your tracks to 

pause oblivious, 

Pioneers, O Pioneers, 

Till with sound of trum 

Far far off, the dayb: call—hark how loud and 
clear I hear it wind! 

Swift to the head of the army, swift! Spring to 
your places! 

Pioneers, O Pioneers!” 

— Greta James. 
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Our Work 


Greater Latin American participation in settling 
current problems and in making plans for the future 
ought to be constantly encouraged. Therefore, besides 
pressing our own government to give the Latin Ameri- 
can countries a fair opportunity to offer their views 
about future world organization and planning, in De- 
cember we wrote nearly 60 women’s organizations or 
individuals in southern countries urging them to study 
the Dumbarton Oaks. proposals and present ‘their com- 
ments to their respective governments, as our U. S. 
Section had done. 


The continued impasse in Argentine-American re- 
lations caused us to write twice to the State Department, 
and to appeal for pressure by others after the Argentine 


_request for a consultative meeting was shelved by the 


United States, and the Pan-American Union completely 
by-passed by calling a diplomatic conference in Mexico 
City from which Argentina will be excluded. The 
situation is best explained by quoting from the resolu- 


on “Breakdown of Inter-American Machinery” 


adopted at the WIL Board meeting in January. While 
expressing gratification that the Mexico City Confer- 
ence will enable the other American nations to take part 
in post-war planning, it states: 


“We note with deep concern, however, that this 


meeting has been arranged through diplomatic channels 


instead of through the machinery which has been pro- 
vided by the Pan-American Union to attain the stated 


‘objectives of the Conference. We consider it a dan- 


gerous precedent to discard, for any reason whatsoever, 
the ‘regional machinery of cooperation provided by the 
Pan-American system, of which the Pan-American 
Union is the instrument. If our Western Hemisphere 
procedure for maintaining peace and promoting prac- 
tical collaboration, built up over a period of more than 
fifty years, is so readily set aside, what hope is there 
that the means provided by a world organization will be 
loyally used by its members? 


“We point out.that this grave breakdown stems 
from the failure to use—inter-American machinery to 
solve the conflict with Argentina. The consultative 
procedure from its beginning in 1936 has been contin- 
ually improved by successive conferences and made 
morally if not legally binding on all American nations. 
The failure to grant Argentina’s request for the use of 
this procedure was thus a blow to the whole inter- 
American system. We therefore urge that the United 
States Government use its influence to the end that all 
future inter-American conferences be held under the 


_ auspices of the. Pan-American Union and in loyal adher- 


ence to the letter and the spirit of inter-American agree- 
ments.” 


We believe that every letter sent to the State De- 
partfhent along the lines of this resolution will uphold 
those in the Department who stand for a more liberal 
policy. One of our correspondents wrote: “I think 
there is hope, if we keep.it up”. 


‘The Mexican Water Rights Treaty described in 
FOUR LIGHTS for May, 1944, is meeting bitter oppo- 
sition at the Senate hearings, mainly from California 
interests, and at this writing its fate is uncertain. 


During our annual meeting next May it is hoped 
to gather a group of thoughtful Latin American and 
Canadian women for an afternoon’s discussion of some 
of the problems on which women of the Western Hemis- 
phere may work cooperatively. 


' Nominations to the’ National Board 

It is time once more to file Nominating Petitions for election 
of members to the National Board. By this means, if used with 
care by us all, the WIL may bé a truly democratic and repre- 
sentative body. By this means we may nominate and elect to 
the Board, women—old, middle-aged and young—of varied 
racial and economic backgrounds, who have a contribution to 
make to the cause of world peace. 

Will you therefore please send the Nominating Committee 
your nominations for National Board members as soon as 
possible? According to our Constitution, petitions. must be re- 
ceived NOT LATER than March 5th, Do not nominate presi- 
dents of organized state branches, who are ex officio members 
of the Board, nor the following Board members elected last year 
for two years: Mrs. Helen M. Beardsley, Dr. Gertrude C. Bussey, 
Mrs. Ruth Gage Colby, Mrs. Farquharson, Miss Grace Rhoads, 
Mrs. Dorothy Medders Robinson, Mrs. Kathleen W. Sayre, Mrs. 
Gladys D. Walser. 

i, The name of only one candidate may appear on each 
petition. 

2. The petition must include a statement that the candidate 
has consented to serve if elected. 

3. A petition shall contain the signatures of at least ten 


members in good standing who have been members for at least 


three months. (“In good standing” means having paid dues 
within the past 12 months, Will you please check each signature 


‘with your local treasurer to be sure it is valid? If it is not, 


en gd may then collect the dues and notify us to that 
ect. 

4. No member may sign more than two petitions. 

A short biography should accompany each petition. If your 
candidate has been on the ballot before, ask her to furnish you 
with a revised one, giving up-to-date information. 


OUR INTER-AMERICAN WORK—(Contd.) 


The U. S. Section of the “Committee on the Amer- 
icas” has suffered from the cooling off of the American 
people over things Latin American, making it difficult 
to arouse interest in community inter-American projects. 
However, some good has been accomplished, such as the 
entertaining of distinguished Latin Americans and the 
holding of institutes at which basic issues were dis- 
cussed. Moreover, some WIL members have faithfully 
kept up to date. on hemisphere problems by individual 
reading or by study groups. 

The Committee on Puerto Rico has kept in touch 
with the political and general situation in that Island, 
which has cleared somewhat with the sweeping victory 
won in the November election by the Popular Demo- 
cratic Party, and the coming to Congress of an excellent 
new Commissioner, Mr. Pinero. He favors our policy 
of continuing to work for a plebiscite to determine what 
political solution is desired by the majority of Puerto 
Ricans. 

An organization representing some prominent 
American liberals has been formed in New York, called 
“American League for Puerto Rican Independence” . 
Although we desire to work unceasingly to end the 
colonial status, the WIL feels that a plebiscite is still the 
first step in proceeding democratically, and other liberals 
share this point of view. We shall, however; cooperate 
with this new group in urging a pardon for tlife Nation-~ 
alist Party members who, although released from Atlanta 
Prison over a year ago, are serving a four-year proba- 
tionary sentence which seriously curtails their freedom. 

The National Board at its January meeting adopted 
resolutions requesting such a pardon, and protesting 
against two recent bills which represent a continued 
colonial policy on the part of the United States. One 
of these provides for the transfer of the administration 
of Puerto Rico and other external possessions from the 
Interior Department to that of the Navy, revealing a 


callously imperialistic: attitude. 
* — Heloise Brainerd. 
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"You children will be happy to learn that next week we: shall 
reconvert to blocks.” 


Our Christmas Card Sale , 
The Minneapolis Branch Christmas Card project, now in 
its sixth year, has just concluded its most successful season. 
Through our own branch we have received about $500. Of this 


amount $300 was the result of local sales and $200 came from- 


branches outside of Minnesota. The expenses have been approxi- 
mately $225, leaving a balance of $275. Adding the proceeds 
er _ National Literature Office of $160, we have a total profit 
About 15,000 cards were sold. The most popular design, 
the “Dove and Torch”, was suggested from an original by Miss 
Mildred Menzies, a WIL member to whom we are very grateful. 
Best returns came in from Michigan, Pennsylvania and. Wiscon- 
sin Branches, and large individual orders were pretty well scat- 
tered with Washington State and Colorado leading. We have 
sent about $100 annually from our proceeds to the National 
Office and plan to do at least as well this year. We must allow 
close to $300 for next year’s expenses, and the ‘balance is used 
for local WIL work. a 

We have been encouraged by the teachers in the art, pho- 
tography, and multilith departments of the Miller Vocational 
High School in Minneapolis to make plans for our next season’s 
cards. The work is done entirely by the students. So as you 
continue to give us your splendid support we hope you will feel 
as we do that besides contributing materially to the WIL we are 
developing with these students a fine educational project. 

* * * — Helen Falk. 


American Indians 
To the Editor: ! 
May an old member suggest another home project for the 
WIL, especially those interested in better interracial coopera- 
tion? Our own American Indians, all now citizens of the U. S. 
and in large measure assimilated, both in blood and culture, are 
still treated by our government as a minority under i 
guardianship. Let our groups study the situation and take 
appropriate action. I suggest particularly a careful reading of 
the Report of a special Congressional Committee on Indians, 
recently printed. (ask your Congressman for it) and the fine 
address made by Dean Niles Carpenter, Director of the School 
of Social Work at the University of Buffalo. This is obtainable 
from the Home Missions Board, 297 Fourth Ave., New York. 
May I also recommend Miss Deloria’s new book (Speaking 
of Indians, by Ella Deloria. Friendship Press, cloth $1, paper 
60c) and all the other books on Indians today, recently published 
by the Friendship Press in New York? 
Full fellowship with native Americans has been a majot 
interest of the subscriber for sixty years. 
: Yours sincerely, 
Mrs.) Elaine Goodale Eastman 
uthor, “Pratt: The Red Man’s Moses.” 
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Resolutions ? 


Passed by the National Board of the Women's 
International League, meeting in Washington, D. C., 
January 26-28; 1945. , 


INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE 
ABOLITION OF CONSCRIPTION 
To the President 

The National Board of the Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom, meeting in Washington, 
D. C., January 26-28, 1945, urges the President of the 
United States to propose at the coming meeting with 
Mr, Churchill and Mr. Stalin that the three great powers 
submit to the anticipated conference of the United Na- 
tions an international convention for the abolition of 
conscription. 

We believe that such a convention would be a con- 
structive alternative to compulsory peacetime military 
training. If a convention for the abolition of conscrip- 
tion as an initial step towards progressive worldwide 
disarmament were adopted, it would remove any poten- 
tial menace to our security and would avoid the disas- 
trous rivalry in armaments between great powers. 

This proposal, which is in line with the traditions 
not only of the United States but also of Great Britain 
and Russia, would seem to be a creative and constructive 
way out of the developing international crisis. 


DRAFT OF NURSES 
To all Members of the Congress 
The National Board of the Women’s International 
e for Peace and Freedom, meeting in Washington, 
D. C., January 26-28, 1945, urge all members of the 
Congress to vote against the Rogers Bill, H.R, 166, and 
the May Bill, H.R. 1284, or any other proposal to draft 
women. It is our conviction that these bills would 
establish the dangerous and probably unconstitutional 


_ precedent of conscripting a special group of citizens. 


Any draft of nurses would for the first time in our his- 
tory subject women to enforced military control. 

Furthermore, a draft of nurses is unnecessary since, 
as is well known, there are untapped resources in a 
large number of graduate nurses who come from nursing 
schools too small to meet the unusually strict require- 
ments of the armed forces and of qualified Negro nurses 
who have volunteered and have not been accepted. 


ON THE TRANSFER OF INSULAR POSSES- 
SIONS TO THE NAVY DEPARTMENT 
To the House Committee on Insular Affairs 

The National Board of the Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom, meeting in Washington, 
D, C., January 26-28, 1945, wishes to go on record as 
strongly opposed to House Joint Resolution 55, which 
provides for the transfer of external possessions of the 


- United States from the Department of the Interior to 


that of the Navy, for purposes of administration. 

We d this as an indication of an imperialistic 
attitude. It implies that the United States considers 
these island possessions as defense assets rather than as 


‘regions the desires and the welfare of whose inhabitants 


should be consulted. In these days when the colonial 
attitude of great powers is under severe criticism, and 
when at least the island of Puerto Rico is insisting that 
its colonial status be ended, any change made must be 
definitely progressive. - 

The record shows clearly, we believe, that responsi- 
bility for the disgraceful economic conditions of Puerto 
Rico were due in part to the semi-military rule set up 
in 1898. It is our. firm belief that only by continued 
administration under civilian authority with rapid steps 
toward autonomy, can the United States hope to fulfil 
its promises of liberty and prosperity to the Island. 
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Dates: May 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 1945 


Our annual meeting this year will have several 
delightful features in honor of the thirtieth anniversary 
of the founding of the WIL. It will start with a gala 
luncheon to be given for Hannah Clothier Hull, one of 
the founders of the League and now honorary president 
of the United States Section. This will take place at 
the Benjamin Franklin Hotel in Philadelphia on May 
3rd at 12.30. 

After an opening business session following the 
luncheon, out of town guests will go to Haverford Col- 
lege, where they will be assigned-rooms in a now un- 
used dormitory. The next day will have morning and 
afternoon business sessions in the hospitable halls of 
learning, followed by dinner at the Benjamin Franklin 
Hotel. On Saturday, the 5th, the day of business at 


Jane Addams, John Dewey, and the WIL 


Have you ever wished to have a book dedicated to you? 
You will feel a decided thrill when you turn to the flyleaf of 
the new edition of Jane Addams’ “Peace and Bread in Time of 
War” (published on the occasion of the thirtieth anniversary of 
the founding of our League) and see the dedication. ‘ 

We want to oversubscribe our edition of 1000 books. The 
price to WIL members and their friends is only $1.60 each, in- 
cluding shipping charges (the publisher’s price is $2). Please 
order at once on coupon below for yourself, as gifts (especially 
suitable for young women in your family), or for presentation 
to your local libraries, settlement houses, C.P.S. camps, refugee 
centers, etc. 

John Dewey has written a distinguished introduction. In 
sending it to us he wrote, “What embarrassed me in writing it 
was the very wealth of Miss Addams’ book.” 

Here are extracts from the book which we hope will tantalize 
you into buying two, three, four or more copies: 

From John Dewey’s Introduction: “The importance attached 
by Miss Addams to need for food points to a trait which animates 
almost every page of “Peace and Bread,” for the association of 
the two words in the title’is fundamental. The need for bread 
is a symbol of the urgent importance attached by Miss Addams 
to natural impulse and primitive affection. Miss Addams had a 
deep feeling that the simple, the ‘humble, peoples of the earth 
are those in whom primitive impulses of friendly affection are 
the least spoiled, the most spontaneous. Her faith in democracy 
was irldissolubly associated with this belief. It permeates what 
she wrote because it was a part of the life she lived from day to 
day. Her own life was an active anticipation of what a recent 
writer has put into words: ‘Society will develop by living it, 
not by policing it’.” 

From the book: “There was something as primitive and real 
about feeding the helpless as there was about fighting and in the 
race history the tribal feeding of children antedated mass fight- 
ing by perhaps a million years. Anthropologists insist that war 
has not been in the world for more than 20,000 years. It is in 
fact so recent that existing remnants of primitive people do not 
understand it... Each iridividual within himself represented 
something of both strains: I used to remind myself that although 


I had had ancestors who fought in all the American wars since ™ 


1684, I was also the daughter, granddaughter, and the great 
granddaughter of millers» My earliest recollection was of being 
held. up’ in a pair of dusty hands to see the heavy stone wheels 


go around.” 
— Mercédes M. Randall. 


Mrs. Gerald Fox, 
1140 Fifth Ave., New York 28, N. Y. | 
Please send me one copy ($1.60) 
two copies ($3.10) 
of “Peace and Bread”, by Jane Addams. I enclose my check 


for $. 
Name 
Address 


ANNUAL MEETING - THIRTIETH ANNIVERSARY 


Place: Philadelphia and Haverford, Pa. 


Haverford will be interrupted for a buffet supper in 
honor of Latin American and Canadian delegates, and 
on Sunday the final items of the agenda will be wound 
up, still on the Haverford campus. 

Those of you who know Philadelphia suburbs in 
the spring will scarcely need to be urged to come. Those 
who do not, have before them an experience to cherish 
in living for a few days among the flowering shrubs and 
splendid old trees of Haverford. Travel will be hard, 
but_we hope that each branch over the country will be 
represented by at least a few members, for an anniver- 


sary is not only a place for looking back but a stand - 


for mapping out the plans for the future. Next month 


you will have more details in FOUR LIGHTS. Watch > 


for them. 


Notes 


An important forward step was taken by the National Board 
at its January meeting in Washington when it authorized a 
general campaign of field work for the WIL. Mrs. Gladys D. 
Walser, former chairman of the national Committee on Japanese- 
Americans, will give half her time from the first of February to 
work among the branches in the eastern area. She will visit 
established groups, help to start new ones, and is sure to generate 
vitality wherever she goes. Equally stimulating will be Mrs. 
Alexander Stewart, who is planning the same kind of work 
through the middle west with Chicago as a center: It would be 
hard to imagine better women for the job. Another person for 


similar activity on the West Coast is being sought. Can you 


propose her? 
* 7 


Without a Country? by Gladys D. Walser. Nat'l Lit. Office, 
1924 Chestnut St., Phila. 3. 5c each, $1.50 per 100. Mrs. Walser, 
a resident for twenty-five years in Japan, a member of our 
national board, and recently chairman of our national committee 
on Japanese-Americans, has written this fojder on the nisei 
who were unhappy when they visited the country of their parents’ 
origin, yet who are not accepted as Americans here. A leaflet 
that should be useful to those helping with the problems of 
resettlement. It relates this question to the whole matter of 
racism in America. Delightful picture on cover. 


They Say—But Who Is Right? by Alexander Stewart. A 
folder, 1c each, 90c per 100. Cogently faces and answers the 
arguments of the proponents of peace-time conscription. Can 
be had labeled with name of either WIL or Women’s Committee 
to Oppose Conscription. Order from Chicago Branch, Room 
635, 410 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago 5, or from Nat'l Lit. Office, 


Among the list of peace publications in other lands which 
we printed in May, 1944, we failed to mention The Christian 
Pacifist, published by the Fellowship of Reconciliation of Great 
Britain at 17 Red Lion Square, London W. C. 1. It is a monthly, 
priced $1 a year. There are 20 pages to the issue (though of 
course in the small size now required in England), containing 
editorials, main article, book reviews, etc. We are gratified to 
hear from them that they, rend 2OUR LIGHTS regularly. 


FOUR LIGHTS 
Owned and published by Women’s International League 
for Peace and Freedom 
National Literature Department 
1924 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


Entered as second class matter May 12, 1942, at the post-office 


at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, under the Act of March 3, 1879. 
Published monthly, except August and September 
Subscription price 50c - Single copies 5c 
National Executive Office, 1734 F St. N. W., Washington, D. C. 
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